performed on stage, and you will need the use of a sound system
if you want to have the sound of breaking glass accompany the
actions of you smashing a mirror. You will also need to record
the sound of breaking and falling glass yourself, because no link
to an appropriate sound effect file 15 inclided. It seems to me that
the drawbacks outnumber the benefits of this illusion. It looks as
if there are still a mumber of bugs to be worked out before it will
become a workable and truly deceptive piece of magic.
Magcicar Tames I Rearry Do Lecture NoTes

By CHrisToPHER Maros

Available from Christopher Manos: www_safefymagicshows. com
Price $20.00

REVIEW BY NOBRMAN BECK

Thesze notes came in a brown envelope,
and were somewhat nondescript. The

MaGICAL trick . dn
THINGS & are mot pipe dreams, o DeW
| REALLY DO fancy sleight-of-hand moves, or crazy
pol routines. If that is what you are looking
for, just move on down the line. On the
other hand, if you want routines that get
the money, tricks that Mr. Manos uses
— in the real world, then this product 15 for

Cor b e }rﬂu_

—_— Ome of the best routines is Rub-a-Dub-

Dub, a Cups and Balls routine that was
origimally done by Jack Bateman Phil Willmarth who holds the
copyright on the original Bateman routine, gave permission for
this to be in the notes. It is a great routine. Fred and Other Folks is
a very bold card trick in which you predict the name of a card My
favorite routine is tifled Vegas 21. This is a magic square that has
a gambling theme to it, and 1t 15 just great. I conld go on and om,
but you get the idea. If you want commercial magic that gets the
muoney, you have come the right place.

Waer Teurstol CamEe To Tows DVD

By Woriam V. Rauscaer avp Rory FErmagan
Available from Rory Feldman Productions:
wwWowhenthurstoncametoiown. com

Prica 3100.00

EEVIEW BY MARC DESOUZA

I enjoy the history of magic, so I was
eager to view this DVD. Bill Eauscher
and I have been friends for many vears
and I have always enjoyed his perfar—
mances and lectures. This package 1s
no exception. This 15 a very classy pro-
duction. The packaging is beautiful,
and includes a thirty-two-page booklet,
which is a hiography excerpted from
Thurston's 1928 mamscnipt. The
DVD itself 15 beautifully produced,
and mns for over two and a half hours.
This was truly a labor of love for Feldman, who has amassed the
largest Thurston collection mn the world. The music throughout 1s
provided by the Paragen Ragtime Orchestra and is authentic to
the period. It is a wonderful addition to the production.

The DVD 15 advertised as a part of the William V. Ranscher
Lecture Senes, but this is far more than just a lecture. Bill serves

meore as a host for this DVD, and his lecture was totally rewritten
for this project. His presentation is perfect for the purpose. He
often reads from letters or articles about Thurston written by a
number of magicians. The text 1 also superimposed on the screen
for further clanty during Fauscher’s commentary, as well as
during historical audio clips, which may be a bit muddled due to
age. There are audio and video interviews, and commentary by
John Booth, John Calvert, George Goebel, Walter Gibson, Dormy,
Maureen Christopher, Tom Ewing, Fay Goulet, Fev. Fobert E.

Olson, Charles Reynolds, James W obensmith, a.nd many others.

There are over ten video clips of Thurston himself as well as addi-
tional audio clips of him. There are hundreds of images of Thurston
throughout the disc. The final piece 15 a wonderful recording by
Jane Thurston Sheppard, who toured with her father's show for
MLANY Years.

This 15 not so much a history of Howard Thurston as it is an
homage. There is not a lot of new information given from an his-
toncal perspective, but it becomes very apparent that Thurston
was most influential on aspiring magicians of the time. Everyone
mnvolved refers to him as The World's Greatest Magician, and
idolized im. Performers such as Blackstone, Birch, Milboume
Christopher, and John Calvert state that they felt Thurston was the
best they ever saw, and all felt he deserved the title far more than
Houdin. I came away from viewing this DVD wishing I had had
the opportumity to see Thurston perform in person. [ guess this is
the closest I will ever come to that.

The one thing that seems to be missing is Rory Feldman’s story.
Although he does speak on screen about Thurston, T would have
liked to hear him talk about how his interest in Thurston began
and some of his own history. He began to collect the materials at
a very young age, and has an amazingly extensive archive of this
fantastic performer. He has expended a lot of time, effort, and
money pursuing his interest and sharing it with the magic world,
which 15 somethmg to be commended.

This is an absolutely sumptuons product. If you love the history
of magic and learning about the past masters, you will emoy this
immensely. I feel that every magician should watch this DVD. We
should all leamn for our past masters. My only hesitation in highly
recommending this product is the price. At glﬂ[".l for a single disc,
it is no bargain. I am certain Mr. Feldman had to lock at the con-
siderable costs involved m producing this marvelous project and
analyzed how many people would likely purchase such a niche
product. There are no tncks taught, and this is priced higher than
the typical mmltiple-dise sets currently on the market. I persom-
ally feel, given these factors, that the price is justified. It 15 a joy
to watch and to be mmspired l:ﬂr Given all of that, I do recommend
this product, especially for those with a love for magic’s history.

PromEct Zero DVD

By Dave ForresT

Available from Full 52: www Full32.com
Distributed by Muwrphy's Magic Suppliers
Price §40.00

EEVIEW BY DANNY ARCHER

The prolific Mr. Dave Forrest is back with Profect Zere, a dou-
ble-disc set featuring fifteen effects involving holes punched in
playving and business cards. Dave has obsessed over the moving-
hole plot for years, and this compilation brings together the best
from his notebooks. You will find holes that move, jump. slide,
multiply, appear, and disappear.

Dave shows you a number of routines with holes in cards
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